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MONALISA Project Case Study Press Release

University of Crete - Natural History Museum of Crete and Hellenic
Society for the Protection of Nature Lead Efforts to Combat Land
Degradation in Asterousia, Crete

Heraklion, Crete — February 15th, 2026 - The University of Crete - Natural
History Museum of Crete (UoC-NHMC) and the Hellenic Society for the
Protection of Nature (HSPN) are leading the Asterousia Case Study as part of the
MONALISA project. The MONALISA project under the EU Soil Mission brings
together leaders from industry, policy, government, research, academia, and
science across the EU and Mediterranean. Coordinated by the University of
Sassari (UNISS), the project aims to identify and promote innovative, tailored
solutions to prevent and reverse LDD while showcasing their socio-economic and
environmental effectiveness.

Asterousia: A Region Facing Environmental Challenges

Located in southern Crete (Regional Unit of Herakleion), the Asterousia area is
characterised by mountainous terrain and a blend of natural and agricultural landscapes.
The area's primary land uses include rainfed crop cultivation and livestock farming (sheep
and goats). Despite a warm Mediterranean climate, the high evapotranspiration rate
poses significant challenges for water availability and agricultural productivity. Key
drivers of LDD in Asterousia include land use intensification (primarily overgrazing),
wildfires, soil erosion, and the impacts of drought and climate change.

UoC - NHMC & HSPN: Leading the Asterousia Case Study

The University of Crete - Natural History Museum of Crete (UoC — NHMC) and the Hellenic
Society for the Protection of Nature (HSPN) are leading the Asterousia Case Study within
the MONALISA project. Their efforts focus on implementing and assessing various
Nature-based Solutions (NbS) - utilising ecological restoration practices and
conservation agriculture practices.

A participatory approach is central to the project, involving co-design, co-
implementation, and co-assessment with local stakeholders to ensure the impact,
relevance and effectiveness of the solutions.

As part of the ongoing activities of the MONALISA project, a field visit to the Asterousia
area was conducted in April 2025. Representatives from 14 MONALISA partners attended
the visit during which potential solutions to reduce LDD were proposed based on the
characteristics of each targeted site. The involvement of local communities and
stakeholders is critical to the project's success. Therefore, knowledge was transferred
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from other areas of the Mediterranean Basin regarding co-design techniques and
methodologies. Read more about the Asterousia Case Study.

MONALISA Consortium

Universita Degli Studi Di Sassari (UNISS); Universita Degli Studi Di Roma La Sapienza (Sapienza);
Panepistimio Kritis (UoC); Centro De Investigacion Ecologica Y Aplicaciones Forestales (CREAF);
Hellenic Society For The Protection Of Nature (HSPN); Ethniko Kentro Erevnas Kai Technologikis
Anaptyxis (CERTH); Istituto Superiore Per La Protezione E La Ricerca Ambientale (ISPRA); Consiglio
Nazionale Delle Ricerche (CNR); Institut Des Regions Arides (IRA): Centre International De Hautes
Etudes Agronomiques Mediterraneennes (CIHEAM); Agricolus Agritech Spain S| (Agricolus);
Fondazione Medes (MEDES); We World-Gvc Organizzazione Non Lucrativa Di Utilita' Sociale
(WeWorld); Aarhus Universitet (AU); Asociacion Adroches Para El Desarrollo Rural De La Comarca
De Los Pedroches (ADROCHES); Universitatea Din Bucuresti (UniBuc); Inosens DOO Novi Sad
(InoSens); Cooperativa Produttori Arborea - Societa Agricola (CoopArb); Ente Parco Nazionale Alta
Murgia (AltaMurgia); Reseau Pour La Recherche Internationale Sur La Desertification (DNI);
Commissariat Regional Au Developpement Agricole De Medenine (CRDA); Universitat Basel
(UNIBASE); Universite De Geneve (UNIGE).

For more information, please reach out to:

Giovanna Seddaiu, Project Coordinator (UNISS), gseddaiul@uniss.it , monalisa@uniss.it

Michalis Probonas, Asterousia Case Study Coordinator (UoC-NHMC), mprobonas@uoc.gr

Xanthi Chantzistrountsiou, Asterousia Case Study Communications Coordinator (HSPN),

xanthich@eepf.gr

Maja Sremacki, Diss. & Comm. Manager (InoSens) info@monalisa4land.eu
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[Teploxn MeAeng tov ‘Epyouv MONALISA - AgAtio TUmov

To Navemotio Kpntng - Movoeio ®vowkng Ietopiag Kprtng kawn
EAMnvik) Etapia lIpootaciag tg POonc cvvtovifovv Tic Ap&oslg
Yw TV AvTipetomiotn ¢ YnoBaduonc ESa@wv ota Actepovowa

'0pn ¢ Kpnng

HpakAewo Kp1jtng - 15 deBpovapiov, 2026 - To Mavemotiuio Kp1jtng - Movosio
dvowkng Iotopiag Kptng (IK-M®PIK) kot 1 EAAnvikt) Etapia Ipootaciag tng
®von¢ (EEIP) cuvtovi{ouv amd kowvov Ti§ §pdoets tov épyov MONALISA otnv Tteploxn
TwV AoTepouciny, Teploxn HEAETNGS Tov £pyou . To épyo MONALISA, oto mAaiolo g
Evpwmaikn¢ mpwtoBovAiag yia ta ESagn (EU Soil Mission), @épvel kKovtd TIpwTomTOpOUS
amd éva eupl QACUN ETLOTNUOVIK®V TESIWV KoL ETAYYEAUATIKOV KAGSWY, Ao TN
Bopnyavia kat TV TOALTIKY €W TN SNHOcLa Slolknor, TV EpEVVA KoL TNV akadnuaikn
KOWOTNTA, amd oAokAnpn v Evpwmn kat t Meodyelo. [IpwtapxikdG 6TOX0G TOU €pyou
elval va eVTOTIOEL KL va TIPOWONOEL KALVOTOUEG AVCELS TIPOCUPUOCUEVEG YA TNV
TPOANYN KAl avaoTpo@n TG vmofaduiong s yng kat g gpnuomoinong (YTE),
AVASELKVUOVTAG TTAPAAAN A TNV KOLVWVIKOOLKOVOULKT KAt TEPLBAAAOVTIKTY TOUG a&la Kot
amoteAeopatikotTnTa. To épyo cuvtovilel To [avemiotuio tov Sassari (UNISS).

Actepovoia 'Opn: AVTIHETOTIA PE TEPPBAAAOVTIKEG TIPOKANGELS

Extelvovtat ato votio tufpa g ILE. HpakAgiov ¢ Kpntng kot yapaktnpifovtal amd opevo
AVAYAVPO KL £VA LWOATKO (PUOIK®OV KAL AYPOTIKWV TOTIwV. OL KUPLEG XP1OELS YN GTNV TIEPLOXT
mepAapBavouy v ENpKN KOAALEPYELX KL TNV KTINVOTPO®I, HE EU@ACT) OTNV EKTPOPY
atyompofatwv. [Tapd to Bepud pecoyelako kAipa, o vPMAGG puBuoS eatiocodiamnvong meplopilet
ONUAVTIKA TN SLaBe0IHOTNTA VEPOU KAl EMNPEALEL APV TIKA TNV AYPOTIKN Tapaywyn. Baoikol
TAPAYoVTeG VTIORABULON G TOV £8APOVG 6TA AGTEPOUCLA EIVAL ] EVTATIKOTONOT] CUYKEKPLUEVWV
xproewv Yn¢ (8iwg n Bdéoknon), oL TupKAYLES, 1 SLEBPwOoN, KAB®WS KAl OL EMTITWOELS ATIO TNV
ENpaocia kat TNV KALATIKY aAAay.

To Mavemotiuo Kpitng - Movoecio Pvowkng Iotopiag Kpitng kat n
EAAnvikn Etapia Mpootaciag thg ®Vong cuvtovifovv TIC TPOSTIAOELEG
YUpw ano v [leproxn MeAétng Twv AGTEPOLGIWY

To Iavemiotiuto Kpntng - Movoeio Pvatkris Iotopias Kpntng (IIK - M®IK) xoun) EAApvikn) Etaupia
lpootaciag tng Pvon¢ (EENP) cuvtoviouv amd Koo TI§ SPACELS 0TIV TEPLOXT] LEAETNG TWV
Aotepovainwv oto mAaiclo Tov £pyov MONALISA. Ot TpooTIADELEG TOUG ETKEVTPWVOVTUL OTNV
g@appoyn kat a€loddynon mokidwv Avoewv Baoilopévwyv oty ®Oon (Nature-based Solutions
- NbS), a&lomolwvtag TPAKTIKEG ATTOKATACTAONG KUL YEWPYLKES TIPAKTIKES S1aTpNons eSa@wv.

Y10 emikevtpo Tou €pyov PBpiokovtal ot Sladikacie CUMMETOXIKOV GXESLAGHOV oL OTIoiES
TepAapuBavovy, ekTdG Twv GAAwV, Spdoelg VAOToIN oG Kot a§loAdynong oe cOUTIPan e TOUG
TOTILKOUG (POPEIG WOTE VA SLAGPAALTTOUV 1] ATIOTEAEGUATIKOTNTA, 1) CUVAPELX KOL O OUCLAGTLKOG
QVTIKTUTIOC TWV AVGEWV.
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Yto mAaioclo Twv ev e&ediel Spactnplot)Twy Touv épyouv MONALISA mpaypatomomOnke
emiokeym mediov ota Aotepovaia ‘Opn tov AmpiAto tov 2025. Tty emiokePn auT GUUUETE OV
avTImpoowToL amo 14 etaipoug Tou épyov MONALISA, katd ™ Stapkela tng omoiag tpotddnkav
Kot ounmOnkav mOavég Avoelg y ™ peiwon g YTE, Bdoel Twv XopaKTNpLoTIK®OV TwV
TEPLOXWV O0TOXWV. H EUTAOKT TV TOTIK®V KOWVOTHTWY KUL TWV EVSLXPEPOUEVWV POPEWV Elval
Kplown ywx v emtuyio Tov £pyov Kal Yy Tov Adyo auTo, HETAQEPONKE yv®or amod AAAESG
TEPLOXEG TNG Meooyelov OXETIKA UE TIG TEXVIKEG Kol HEBOSOAOYIEG GUUUETOXIKOU OXESLATHOV.
AlaBAoTe IEPLOCOTEPU GTOV LOTOTOTIO TOV £pYou: H Treplox) LeAETNG TwV AGTEPOUTIWV.

Tuvepyalopevol @opeic tov MONALISA

Universita Degli Studi Di Sassari (UNISS); Universita Degli Studi Di Roma La Sapienza (Sapienza);
Panepistimio Kritis (UoC); Centro De Investigacion Ecologica Y Aplicaciones Forestales (CREAF);
Hellenic Society For The Protection Of Nature (HSPN); Ethniko Kentro Erevnas Kai Technologikis
Anaptyxis (CERTH); Istituto Superiore Per La Protezione E La Ricerca Ambientale (ISPRA);
Consiglio Nazionale Delle Ricerche (CNR); Institut Des Regions Arides (IRA); Centre International
De Hautes Etudes Agronomiques Mediterraneennes (CIHEAM); Agricolus Agritech Spain Sl
(Agricolus); Fondazione Medes (MEDES); We World-Gvc Organizzazione Non Lucrativa Di Utilita'
Sociale (WeWorld); Aarhus Universitet (AU); Asociacion Adroches Para El Desarrollo Rural De La
Comarca De Los Pedroches (ADROCHES); Universitatea Din Bucuresti (UniBuc); Inosens DOO
Novi Sad (InoSens); Cooperativa Produttori Arborea - Societa Agricola (CoopArb); Ente Parco
Nazionale Alta Murgia (AltaMurgia); Reseau Pour lLa Recherche Internationale Sur La
Desertification (DNI); Commissariat Regional Au Developpement Agricole De Medenine (CRDA);
Universitat Basel (UNIBASE); Universite De Geneve (UNIGE).

o TEPLOGOTEPEC TIANPOPOPLEG, ITIOPEITE VA ETTKOLVWVIOETE UE:
Giovanna Seddaiu, Zuvtoviotpia 'Epyou (UNISS), gseddaiul @uniss.it , monalisa@uniss.it

MuydAng Mpopmovag, Zuvtoviotrg [eploxns MeAétng Aotepovsinv Opéwv (UoC-NHMC),
mprobonas@uoc.gr

Zavon Xavt{notpovvtoov, Tuvtoviotpla Emikowwviag [eploxng MeAétng Aotepovsiowv Opéwv
(HSPN), xanthich@eepf.gr

Maja Sremacki, YmehOuvn Emikowwviag kat [IpoBoArs ‘Epyovu (InoSens)_info@monalisa4land.eu
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